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<Abstract>

Legal Analysis of the Classification and Labelling of Toxic Chemicals and
Policy Measures for the Building of Globally Harmonized System Therefor

Oh, Jun Gen

Each country of the world has enacted and implemented very various
laws according to the types, the control purposes, etc. of chemicals. In
Korea, the Toxic Chemicals Control Act has been enacted and put in force
under the control of the Ministry of Environment; the Industrial Safety and
Health Act under the control of the Ministry of Labor; and the Safety
Control of Dangerous Substances Act under the control of the National
Emergency Management Agency.

The said Acts are focused on classifying and managing chemicals and
regulating their production, distribution and consumption according to
their respective legislative purposes. Mutually different classifications
and labelling of chemicals in the countries of the world and in their agencies
have caused corporations and citizens to have a great difficulty in producing,
distributing and consuming such chemicals. To solve such problems, the
United Nations prepared its own solution, which was called 'Globally
Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS)',
and then presented it to its members. The plan of implementation of the
GHS adopted by the United Nations encourages countries to 'harmonize'
their classification and labelling of chemicals with those provided in the
GHS by 2008.

The introduction of international standards for the classification and
labelling of chemicals may have a far-reaching effect on corporations and
manpower engaging in producing, managing and distributing such chemicals.
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Above all, the adoption of such standards would involve an extensive
amendment of chemicals-related laws in Korea. However, this issue still
remains to be addressed in academic area of law.

This study is aimed at pointing out the aforesaid problems and solving
them in the area of law.

In detail, this paper includes:

First, it contains the analysis of the Globally Harmonized System of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS), especially focused on the
history, structure, purposes and the principles of harmonization involved,
scope, application, etc. of the GHS.

Second, it involves the analysis of various domestic legal regulations
related to the GHS. In Korea, chemicals are being handled by different
ministries and agencies, and governed by diversified laws and regulations,
according to the standpoints, purposes, fields, etc. of the control of such
chemicals.

Current Acts applicable to the GHS in Korea are the Safety Control of
Dangerous Substances Act, the Industrial Safety and Health Act, the
Toxic Chemicals Control Act, the High-Pressure Gas Safety Control Act,
the Agrochemicals Control Act, etc. This study analyzes the mutual
relationship of such Acts, centered on their purposes, target substances,
classification systems, etc.

Finally, this paper contains the analysis of several important matters
necessary to harmonize the GHS with the domestic legal system. With
the systematic classification of policy measures for harmonizing the GHS
with the domestic legal system, it points out the appropriateness of the
Building Block Approach, and then conducts the analysis of related
regulatory impacts and suggests administrative procedures to be followed
in making such Approach.

[ hope this study would serve to trigger vigorous legal discussions
over the systematization and international harmonization of the legal
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system related to toxic chemicals and as well to build an internationally

recognized legal system therefor, minimizing impacts on the business

circles concerned.

F A o : felseEddey, AdotdnAy, dgsokadeY, artaokd ey,
SoRklY, SRR FAAAAZ A 29
Keywords : The Toxic Chemicals Control Act, The Industrial Safety and Health Act,

The Safety Control of Dangerous Substances Act, The High—Pressure Gas
Safety Control Act, The Agrochemicals Control Act, Globally Harmonized
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals(GHS)




