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<Abstract>

Legal Problems of Media-Specific environment Management in Korea

Han, Sang Woon

So far, considerable policies for environment management of Korea
have implemented by the government leadership. However, industrial
environmental managers argue that self-control environmental management
could be possible considering current level of environmental and social
ethics. The environment friendly business system iS a convincing example
for the possibility of an autonomic environmental control. To be active in
responding to rapid technological changes, production methods changes,
and social changes as well as to be supportive regulation system for improving
industries' competitiveness, it is important to shade new light on the fact
that the regulatory system should consider industrial view points.

Also, coordinating systems between authorities and industries or among
industries are the most important aspect in securing institutional flexibility
for pollution permit system. Providing continuous administrative experts is
necessary to carry out the coordinating systems by improving expertise of
the competent authorities and implementing teamwork system by integrating
administrative offices. Building trusts and cooperative relationships between
environmental agencies, proxies of caring out environment management
as well as cooperation between industries and competent authorities are
needed. Appropriate institutional backup is mandatory in setting up
such cooperative system.

Current regulatory system is media - specific control, and average numbers
of pollution media are about three or four for one company to consider.
Further, it is practically impossible for a company to response flexibly to
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regulatory provisions considering present facts such as customs of administrative
authorities, procedures of transferring work loads between central and
regional governments, and inflexible operation of provisions. Also, the
costs are high for permit procedures and resulting production setbacks as
well as investment of preventive installations. Therefore, it is important to
reform the media specific environmental regulation to integrated regulation.
Integrated regulation has advantages that are more appropriate to the
practical substance of environment, drive more flexibility and consistency
by minimize regulations, reduce regulatory burden, and is possible to use
media effectively. To reflect the aspects in building regulatory flexibility and
cooperative systems and autonomous environment management, transition
of current media specific emission controls to integrated environmental
control is required.

Under the tradition of the scales of production which the production
procedures and items are simple, strict permit regulation for new installations
and modifications was required. However, today's product life cycles has
been shorten, thus flexible production system is required. Under the current
industrial environment, the complex, discrete and inflexible regulation
systems that reduce speed of productions is not desirable. Environment law
which constituted 6 Article has been implemented in 1990 and amended in
accordance with the social changes. They have been specialized and divided
in to several relevant regulations. Current environmental regulations are
media specific such as air, water, and wastes. Further, each media specific
regulations are divided into each emission source. Damages form cross
regional air pollution, harmful industrial waste disposal, in—door air pollution,
ground water shortages, underground water damages, over use of insecticides
and pesticides, disappearing natural regions and wild lives, soil erosion,
wetlands loss, and depreciation of natural esthetic beauty are the remained
unsolved. However, it should be considered to integrate pollution regulations
to respond to social demand. It will be not easy way to implement integrated
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pollution prevention system and there are lots of practical obstacles remained.
Limited budget, determine policy goals and procedural barriers, absence
of integration and cooperation required between central and regional
governments and among relative administrative offices, lack of experiences
in responding to cross media conversion and modification, and limited
ability in responding to global environmental problems are the examples that
need to be over come approaching to the integrated pollution prevention
system.

F oA of oA SR, AeH Bk, S8 A, BRY daee), B34
CEES

Keywords : Media—Specific Environment Management, Self—control Environmental
Management, Flexible Regulation Systems, Integrated Pollution Prevention

Control, Integrating Administrative Offices




