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<Abstract>

The Significance, the Limits and the Tasks of the Ramsar
Convention

Kim, Hongkyun

There must be a reevaluation on the Ramsar Convention. Today, the Ramsar
Convention is receiving great popularity which has not been expected at all when it first
appeared. However, the limits and problems of the Ramsar Convention are demanding a
discerning scrutiny over the Convention. Since the Convention was concluded comparably
a long time ago, it is inevitable to adjust the route of the Convention determined by the
changes of age. A new transformation must be prepared at this point. In order to proceed
with the change, we must retrace the previously indicated problems of the Convention.
Furthermore, a process to amend or supplement the problems must take place. In order
for the Convention to succeed, the following operations must be enacted: i) the
clarification of terminology and notion (such as, “urgent national interest’, “wise use’,
‘conservation” and ‘compensation”), ii) the clarification of standards and its incorporation
into the Convention (such as, criteria as guidelines for the inclusion of wetlands of
international importance, and “wise use’), iii) the construction of an enforcement system,
iv) the assurance of financing, v) the initiation of mandatory Environmental Impact
Assessment. We must act quickly as possible to save the suffering wetlands.

T A o] HAEHY A, FAES, 1A, A9 o &, AAHIT, WY, S HAA A
Key Words Ramsar Convention, Wetlands, Ramsar List, Conservation, Wise Use, Nature
Reserve, Compensation, No Net Loss Policy




