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<Abstract>

A Study on 2007 Agreements of 23 Contaminated Military Bases
Between the US and Korea

Chae, Young Geun

During 2007, 23 contaminated US military bases were returned to
Korea without cleanup. In June, the Korean National Assembly Environment
and Labor Committee took hearing on the Environmental Remediation at
the Returned US Military Bases. From the Hearing many illegitimate
acts by officials were revealed. According to the agreement on procedure
of return of bases, SOFA Environment Subcommittee is supposed to consult
the standard of remediation to be done by the US. However in the process
of negotiation, SPI (Security Policy Initiative) meeting dealt with the issue
along with other security concerns of the peninsula. This is a violation of
the agreement. In addition, the Korean Ministry of Environment opposed
return of bases without substantial cleanup effort by the US at the SOFA
Environment Subcommittee consultation. This opinion was ignored by
the Ministry of Defense (MOD) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade.
The officials from MOD agreed with the counterpart of the US admitting
the wording “Return of these nine installation is in full accordance with
the SOFA and relevant agreements" at the recommendation letter for the
final approval of the return by the SOFA Joint Committee. Because of
this approval and the wording Korean government cannot make the US
responsible for any the environmental cleanup cost in the future. The
National Assembly should have asked for punishment of any responsible
officials after the Hearing. But it did neither provide any guidance for
the Korean government undertaking negotiation in the future return of
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the US bases. The environmental contamination at these sites is very serious
and spreading further out. However, Korean government is not responding
appropriately to prevent and remediate contamination at these sites. Instead,
local governments are more concerned about development of these sites. The
upcoming return of the US bases is more likely to follow the precedent where
the US hardly touched the contamination they caused.
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