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[ Abstract]

A Legal Study for Air Pollution caused by Road Traffic

Kim, Myong Yong

The socio-economic activities of the human race have considerably influenced the global
environment during the last 10 years. The world is concerned about the global
environment and is scientifically approaching this issue. Environmental issues, especially
the global environment matters became pan-national issues.

The purpose of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the
Montreal Protocol is the direct restriction on consumption of energy and a certain
materials. It is expected to greatly influence the national economy in general including the
traffic matters. At the Third Conference of Parties (COP3) on December 1997 was adopted
the Kyoto Protocol, which obliged developed countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
after 2000. Korea was awarded developing country status during the Kyoto Conference,
even though Korea was an OECD country. However, it is highly probable that the greater
participation of developing countries will come up for discussion again in the future and
pressure for participation on the leading developing countries which are OECD countries
will be continued.

The aggravating air pollution matter caused by the continuous increase in number of
automobiles will become the most important environmental issue in relation with the traffic
in 21st century. Due to the rapid increase in number of automobiles, pollutants exhausted
from automobiles became the major cause for metropolitan air pollution. As pollutants
from automobiles are exhausted concentratedly in the densely populated area and housing
area near urban roads, their influence on the national sensory pollution index and harm on
the health are characteristically greater than other source of pollution. The pollutants form
automobiles include all sorts of harmful micro-pollutants originated from the incomplete
combustion, as well as common pollutants. Even by the evaporation of fuel itself is

exhausted the pollutant materials harmful to human body. To reduce the pollutants
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discharged from automobiles, the Emission standard is set up both for automobiles under
construction and automobiles that are running. Also the production standard for the
automobile fuels is set up. The air pollution issues caused by automobiles, however, have
various complicated characteristics related to automobile production management, running
management, fuel management and traffic policies. Therefore, it is not simple to devise a
countermeasure. Automobile emission gas management policy is divided into various
sections - such as manufacturing of low pollution car, arrangement of various support
systems to induce the production of environment-friendly automobiles, promotion of
technological developments, quality improvement for the automobile fuels, management of
running automobiles, traffic demand management and traffic flow countermeasures- and the
policy is put into operation. Therefore, the air-polluting materials emitted from the
automobiles should be reduced through the legal and institutional reformation beforehand
and post-factum.

Firstly, in this report was researched the air pollution caused by automobiles, was
analyzed the current legislation related to the automobile pollution and was pointed out the
current legislational defects. Secondly, from the analysis was deducted suggestions on the
improvement plan for the current legislation. Lastly, the improvement plans for the current

legislation related to automobiles was presented.

Key Words : automobile pollution. air pollution, motor vehicle exhaust fumes,
Air Environmental Conservation Act, automobile emission standard,

environment-friendly automobiles






