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[Abstract]

A Constitutional Study on the Waste Disposal Act

Kim, Sang-Kyum

Late in the 20th century, as the international economy was activated, the amount of
waste sharply increased. This is same as our case, doing economic activity, with
manufacture in its center. The simple disposal of daily and industrial waste has come to
limit and requires a turning point in waste disposal policies.

Korea has taken strong measures in the matter of waste disposal since the 1990s. The
government made a “national waste disposal program” and implemented the first plan from
1993 to 2001. The second one is now in progress which is planned from 2002 to 2011.
This plan is a long term plan based on Art. 8 Waste Disposal Act. It is one of the
superior plans of Waste Disposal with Resource Recycling and the among the Long
Assembly Plan of Environmental Preservation. This is considered an innovative project in
disposing the waste which is the main factor of environmental pollution.

Of course, the problems cannot be solved out only by government interference. Citizens
and enterprises, who have the rights to environment and who are responsible for it, should
actively correspond to the government policy. Agenda 21, declared in Rio-Convention in
1992, reflects the perception that we cannot protect nature just with simple preservation.
We should rather be active by minimizing waste, recycling. Through these efforts, we can
make the balance between environment and exploitations.

The 2I1th century is an era of environment. The Constitution does not define the
Environmental State Principle. But the basic directions are stated for comfortable life like
the right to environment or the responsibility for environmental preservation. Within the
whole system of Environmental Law, provisions should be revised to directions accepting
the actual contents like a certainty of role division per subject, a systematization for the
effectual propelling of disposal plan.

Also, along with the recycling of waste, we should present a clear criterion for facilities

that enable efficient waste disposal process.





