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8) Heads of Federal agencies responsible for the construction and operation of
Federal facilities outside the United States shall assure that such facilities are
operated so as to comply with the environmental pollution standards of general
applicability in the host country or jurisdiction concerned." Executive Order
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[Abstract]

Study on environmental pollution in returned American military bases

regarding its legal aspects
— centered on finding and settling the problems of SOFA environmental provision established

between Korea and America —

Lee, Man Jong

A total of 23 US. military bases in South Korean cities including
Maehyangri, a bomb practicing area, came into the hands of Koreans in 2007
by the American troops with no environmental inspection and purification
conducted in 2007.

In fact, the amendment of SOFA agreement in 2001 stipulated that
American troops should return their bases to Korea after ridding them of
environmental pollution, if needed. The US military, however, ignored the
Korean provision stipulating the environmental purification and took "return
of land" procedure based on SOFA's article 4, " no duty of restoring to the
original state"

As a result, environmental and citizens' groups demand a retraction of
environmentally uninspected and unpurified return of American military
bases and that has become Korea's current issue.

Therefore, it is urgent to revise and add to the environment-related
articles in SOFA in order to solve their controversial interpretation between
Korea and the U.S. There is no way to arbitrate and settle if both countries
have different views in interpreting and conducting SOFA agreements due to

unclear and unspecified articles.
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In conclusion, diplomatic efforts between the two countries are urgently

required both strategically and legally.

F A o] AEY, 29AA, FAT, Wt wEr]A
Key words Environmental pollution, Decontamination, Environmental Disruption, returned,
American military base




