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[Abstract]

A Legal Study on the Economic Instrument Systems to
Protect Quality of Drinking Water

Chae, Woo Suk

Conscious of public demands for an end to water pollution, legislatures have begun
to enact comprehensive water quality laws, establishing not only substantive standards,
but also the regulatory agencies needed to ensure compliance. In the past, it was
relatively easy in the short term to discern the impact of former environmental
problems such as pollution and the destruction of nature because they were generated
in the local areas. It was similarly easy to specify the causal relation between the
actives and the resulting damage. For such cases, regulatory measures and pollution
prevention using the corresponding technology was effective. However, with the great
advances of an economic society, many current environmental problems are the results
of an increase in environmental load arising from daily socioeconomic activities and
lifestyles. So economic measures such as environmental taxes and charges, tradable
permit systems, and the deposit refund systems are valuable methods to protect
natural resource.

This Article describes the Act on Drinking Water Management of Korea. With the
enactment of the Act on Drinking Water Management on January 5, 1995, domestic
sales of natural mineral water was permitted. Industnal users of underground water or

eruptive water is levied economic charges to improve quality of drinking water.



