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[Abstract]

Latest Trends in North Korea's environmental law
and Implications

Han, SanglUn
(Senior Research Fellow, KEI)

North Korea imposes legal controls on the environmental protection law as
a whole, which is different with South Korea using indecency regulation.
Although the regulation on the atmosphere, wastes, and water quality is control
led by the environmental protection law, it does not have a direct protection
law on soil conservation, etc. There are several general provisions of the
regulations controlling subjects such as the precaution sand environmental
protection standards, pollutant release and import production ban, environment
research on the actual condition for statistical data and environmental economic
indicator, and environmental certification system. In indecency regulation, it
regulates subjects about the atmosphere protection such as environmental
protection law sand other laws in which required installation of air pollution
prevention facility, prohibition of a facility that exceeds emission standards, and
stop page of the operation when it perceives a special weather phenomena,
Recently, it emphasizes the research and development on renewable resources.

Secondly regarding soil environment protection, it deals with some laws such
as the National Land Planning Act, the Forestry Act, the Farm Bill, and the Water
Resources Act other than the environmental protection law. However, there is
no individual environmental law existing such as the Soil Environment
Conservation Act in South Korea that manages soil itself for the Soil
Remediation.

Third, regarding water pollution prevention, there are the environmental
protection law, Public Health Act, Taedong river pollution control act, River
Law, the penstock law, and the urban management law, etc. There are river
stream controlling regulation by the Cabinet, and the Water Resources Act, etc.
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regarding the water resources management. In the environmental protection
law, there is the regulation on the wastewater purifying facilities and the water
supply facilities with the drinking water regarding water quality management.

Fourth, in the environmental protection law article 2 ‘a preserve and a foster
of natural environment,’ regard to the natural environment preservation such as
ecosystems and etc., regulation issues about the natural environment are stated.
Through these statements, we can recognize that the natural environment
preservation is more emphasized than any other environment protection area.

Among the methods of natural environment preservation, the management
method that restricts activities on the most valuable area to protect is used in
common. In North Korea, they also designate the nature protection area and
specified protection area. To be more specific, those areas are such as the forest
sanctuary, the animal sanctuary, the plant sanctuary, scenic spots sanctuary, and
fishery resources sanctuary.

Regarding previous context, “the Law of the nature conservation area”
established in 2009 for protection of natural environment and diverse wildlife
through settlement of the nature preservation area, is regulating law synthetically
regardless of whether it is land or ocean.

Fifthly, regard to the waste management, there is ‘the wastes handling law’
established in 2007 other than the environmental protect law. In the
environmental protect law, it simply regulates wastes handling and recvcling
issues through 3 provisions. However, ‘the wastes handling law,” as the general
law on wastes, specifically restricts wastes’ ejection, storage, transportation,
handling, and guidance control by classification.

Seventhly, in North Korea, the government prevents the pollution in all levels
of the people’s economy for protection of a living environment, and demands
to foster street trees and green belts.

In South Korea, there is a law called the gardens of law, which performing
functions very similar to “the acts regard to city parks and green belts”. Lastly,
regard to the environmental damages and its responsibility, the Civil Law and the
compensatory damages law, which is based on the environmental protection law,
are functioning as a main law. But it is a noteworthy that obligators and an
amount of compensation are decided by the environmental protection agency.
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Anyway, it was not until 2000 that the development of North Korea's
environmental law has become remarkable, and it means the reinforcement of
North Korea's environmental administration.

T Al o] BHAAUA, E3h AR, B SN WA, Eo AR A, FEed
WA bl

Key Words environmental laws in North Korea, environmental protection law of North Korea,
changes in North Korea's environmental law, amendment of North Korean
environmental protection law, comparison of North and South Korea's
environmental legal systems




