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Abstract]

Study on Integrated environmental legislation and
Implications of German Unification

Han, SangUn
(Senior Research Fellow, KEI)

The North Korea’s environmental problem is a endless interesting issue
because its seriousness will be burden of all after the unification despite of the
truce. Analysis of currently available data viewed North Korea is facing a serious
environmental problem. Unificated Korea's sustainable development and law for
environmental conservation are the most important national challenge. There are
no specific cooperation examples about environment between two Koreas so
far. Although there is no way to confirm the North Korea's current
environmental problems as long as they stick to the closure policy, we have to
try in environmental legal perspective.

One of possible attempts in environmental law is a preparation that examine
how German make a integration in unification and get something from that
case.

In this article, in October 1990 after the historic unification of Germany, check
up specific efforts for environmental law’s integration and present suggestions.

Old West Germany’s administrative and environmental law system was
transmigrated in a short period of time, but Old East German centralized
administration needed a lot of time and efforts to adapt to decentralized new
administrative System so it was not easy to overcome heterogeneity between
two countries.

Because of huge costs to support Old East German area, the economic crisis
hit unified Germany but actually investments in expertise to do environmental
conservation. It needed much time and continued investments to improve Old
East Germany be a same level of West Germany.

In East German ecological reconstruction manners, unification of Germany
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implanted East German advanced environmental legislation to East Germany and
used advanced technology and capital.

For 10 years after unification unified German integration of the environment
concentrated on removing pre—existing contaminations. It was a temporary
measurement but there was a significant environmental improvement in air,
water and soil pollution.

German environmental integration did not apply West German environmental
standards to East German and did not implement proactive, integrated
environmental policies. Both East and West German integration of the
environment eliminated objective environmental gaps but did not proceed to
restructure East region ecologically soundly and absorb positive effects.

The unification of Germany is not a model that can be applied to other
countries” unification. It’s differ from German unification in many aspects.
However reviewing the process of German environmental integration, we can
avoid trial and error and find a suitable alternative.

This article have a importance to examine how Germany integrate
environmental legislation and get some suggestions applied to Korea.

Al o] CBNA, Y%, Y, 8%

’

Key Words environmental integration, environmental legislation, German unification, unification,

environment




